AMERSHAM DEANERY SYNOD

Minutes of the meeting held on 13th October 2011 at  The Fitzwilliam Centre, Beaconsfield.

Present:

House of Clergy:
David Allsop, Rob Baker,  Mike Bisset, Jeremy Brooks,  Derrick Carr (Area Dean),Alan Crawley, Jo Gallant, Wendy Graham, Tim Harper, Adrian Hirst,  Cassa Messervy, Charles Overton, Sharon Roberts, Maggie Rode, Nigel Rode, John Shepherd, Cathy Smith, Caroline Symcox, Camilla Walton, Martin Williams

House of Laity: 

Judith Babb, Tim Barnard, Andrew Bell, George Berry,  Chris Burley,  Anthony Canning-Jones, Alan Cobb, Christopher Cook, Michael De Souza, Cynthia Dean,  Julie Dziegiel (Treasurer), David Ellingham,  Andrew Farncombe, Christine Garlick, Margaret Gingell, Francesca Hall-Drinkwater , Michael Hardman, Vicki Harvey,  Stephanie Hilhouse, Mary Lee, Ann Middleton,  Dorothy Potter (Sec),  David Rafferty,  Don Sanderson (Lay Chair), John Smiley, Allan Steven, Joan Wainman, Linda West,  Peta Woollett,

Visitors (who signed in):

Sue Biggs, Delia Burley, Anne Thomas (now Deanery Synod Rep)
Apologies:

House of Clergy:

Ruth Boughton, Dorothy Brooks, Chris Clare, Carolyn Croisdale-Appleby, Gaenor Hockey, James Murray, Pippa Soundy.  

House of Laity:

Peter Bright, Megan Brodie, Anne Brown, Phil Chapman, Beryl Guy, Hilary Hide, Jo Legg, Anne Philpot, Hilary Povey, Wendy Shingleton, Eddie Weiss, Christopher Wright.

_________________________________________________________________

The Synod meeting followed a Deanery Eucharist at St. Mary’s Church, Beaconsfield led by Bishop John. 

1) At 8.15pm Rev’d Jeremy Brooks opened the meeting with prayers. Rev’d Derrick Carr welcomed Bishop John to the meeting

2) The Minutes of the Meeting on 21st July 2011 were agreed – The item regarding Women Bishops was formally accepted – Proposed by Mr Don Sanderson (Lay Chair) and seconded by Mrs Judith Babb. 

3a) There were no matters arising, and the Minutes will be signed as correct.

4. Area Deans Report:

A paper was circulated which can be accessed from the Deanery Website

www.amershamdeanery.com, together with a copy of Deanery Exchange and Anglican Covenant Church Times Guide.

5). Debate on the Anglican Covenant

Bishop John spoke briefly about his day in the Deanery and how much he had enjoyed it.

Bishop John gave the Deanery Synod a brief summary on how The Anglican Covenant developed and his own views on this and how the Church needs to find a way through differing opinions to some sort of agreement, but acknowledges that Section 4 is seen to be the area that generates the most debate. 

Rev’d Derrick Carr (Area Dean) thanked Bishop John and introduced

Rev’d Alan Crawley.

Rev’d Alan Crawley advised that whilst he agreed with 90-94% of what Bishop John had said, he had differences of opinion on some elements, including the Section 4.

A Question and Answer session took place.

At 9.18pm Rev’d Derrick Carr (Area Dean) thanked Bishop John and Rev’d Alan Crawley for talking to the Synod and taking part in the debate.

Bishop John suggested that the Deanery may want to forward feedback to the Diocesan Synod.

6). Any Other Business

None

Bishop John closed the meeting with prayers.

